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II. Part of a Letter from Mr. Edward Floyd , 
Cim. A Him. Oxon. To Dr. M. Lifter , gi¬ 
ving an Account of Locufts lately obferved in 
Wales. 

SIR , 

'\7 r O U have probably been already informed froi n 
X Lme other Parts of the Kingdom, of (warms 
of Locujls that have lately appeared on our Britijb 
Coafts. However becaufe I am not certain that they 
have been obferved elfewhere, I lhall take this Occafion 
of giving you what Account I can at prefent, of fome 
that have been feen in Wales. As far as I have been 
yet informed, they were firft (een on the xoth. of Olio- 
ler, fcattered about the Fields in Marthery Parifh, Pem¬ 
broke Jkire, where they were generally taken notice of, 
at fir it, becaufe of the unfeafonablenefs of the time for 
Grafhoppers; but afterwards, for that upon further Ex¬ 
amination, they found them diflinft from our Enghfb 
Grafhoppers, in bigneft, colour, &c. I cou'd not learn 
that any of t!vm have been feen flying in that Country ; 
but from North Wales I ^m informed that two vafl 
fwarms of them had been feen in the Air not far from 
Dol-gelheu , a Market-Town of Merionydh jhire. I can¬ 
not allure you of the time when thele flying Locufts 
were obferved, but by the date of my Friend’s Let ter, &c. 
I guef> tint ic was near the fame time that thole others 
of Pembroke-fhire had been taken notice of in the Fields. 
What part of the World thefc Creatures fiicukl come 
from, I mufr leave to your Conjecture $ in .hr mean 
time I can a flu re you that they are of the very Erne 
Species with Cm t African Locujls in my Cufiody in the 
Mufeum ; lor which (and many other valuable Curta¬ 
il ft cits j 


The Royal Society is collaborating with JSTOR to digitize, preserve, and extend access to 

Philosophical Transactions (1683-1775). 

www.jstor.org 







C 4 * ) 

fitios) v/c are obliged to that very Inquifitive and In¬ 
genious Gentleman, Mr. Aubrey , S. R. S. who received 
them feme Years (ince from Tangier . As yet I have but 
one fent me out of Wales, which you may Command if 
you pleafe, for 1 expedt (hortly more of them. 

This Pilgrim-Loculi I call, Locufta erratica , ala kl> 
thyocolla; aainftar pellucidis , reticulata macula conjperfts , 
It is in length (from the Head to the tips of the Wings) 
three Inches and of a reddifh colour all over, except 
the Wings. As to the Head and Caputium, it refembles 
the Fourth Figure of Moufetus. The Eyes are promi¬ 
nent and very large, fomewhat of the form and bignefs 
of Gromwel-feeds, of a reddilh colour,elegantly fir caked. 
The Antennae are broken fo that I can fay nothing of 
the length of them : They are about the bignefs of a 
Hog’s briflie, and curioufly geniculated. As to the 
Legs, the firfl pair are not quite an Inch long ; the fe- 
cond, fomewhat above that length; but the third two 
Inches and i. Thefe hind-legs are very beautiful; for 
the Thighs are hexangular, and elegantly fealed on the 
outfide, with a black Lift extended lengthways through 
the midft of them. The (hanks are of a lively red co¬ 
lour, adorned on the hind-part with two orders of fmal! 
(harp prickles, placed not oppofite to each others, but 
alternately. The Wings are about three Inches long, 
refembling very much thofe of the larger Li be lice, or 
Dragon-flies, but all over garnifhed (the outer Wings 
at Jeaft ) with reticulated black (pots. 

I fee not much reafon to doubt but that thefe are the 
very fame Species of L'cufls, fo Famous in Hiftory for 
their wandring over, and depopulating whole Regions. 

In Pliny, Lib. xi c. xxix. we And rhe r e words, -So- 
Unique olumbrant folicitc fpeHan;this poptda ne fuas ope - 
riant terras. Sufficient quippe vires * & tanqnam pa rum 
jit maria tranfiffs, immenfos trail us permeant, diraque mef- 
ftbus centegmt mbe , mult a contain adurentes ,* Omnia 
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<tero Morfu erodentes, & fores quoins t eelorurn. It alt am 
ex Africa maxime coortce, infeltunt, fat pc populo ad Si- 
byllina coacto remedia confugcre , inepice meta. Now whe¬ 
ther this mult a contaclu adurentes makes any thing for 
the firing or ttie Hay-ricks I queftion. Fori (h uld bes f? the 
apt to. u.nicrftand thofe words, as if they meant only frying 
Exarefadton, and perhaps Poyfoning, not down rig it 
Firing or ComluftioH. 

Julius Obfequens in lihro prodigiorum , p. 69. Edir. Baf. 

1599. Locufiarum ingentia agmina in Africa , qua a vent a 
in mart dejecta, fludibufque eyed a, odore intolerabili Cy - * 
rettis mortifero vapore gravem peflilent'tam fecerunt pecori , 
bominiimque DCCC millia confumpta tale , proditum eft. 

I was fufpicious of this at the very firft reading of 
Mr. Jones his Letter, and therefore writ to him the very 
fame day I writ to you and Mr. Ray , to examine the 
Sea Alga and Fuci for dead Locujts. 

The like Account alfo Motif cites cut of Otho F ri fin- 
gen fis. — tandem verb in Mare Britannicum fib lata 
ventorum vi, fludilus olruehardur. Sed aftti Oceani in 
litus rejeda aerem infecerunt , peftemque anteada feme 
non minus favam intulcrunt. And which comes nearer 
to our purpofe, in Mouf. p. 1x3. Poflea per Germanism 
err antes ad Mediolanenfem ufque agrum iter ceperuntyoque 
depafto in Poloniam & Silefiam revert eh zntur. tandem 
Menfe Novemori (tarn dm enim vixerant) <>t frigor is vi 
tabefidee maximum fatorem excitarunt, & nifi fuilus 
aprifque Sylvefiribus palulo fuiffent, non minus pefle gra- 
viffima quam fame tarn Germanos quam Itatos ajfeciflet. 

But in Wales there are no Creatures to devour them, 
unlefe the Badgers and Crows may take off feme. 
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